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WORKSHOP IN METHODS
Lab Experiments in Social Science 
Research
Despite the growing popularity of experimental 
designs in sociological research, lab experiments 
remain relatively rare. Nevertheless, lab experiments 
are the gold standard for testing theory and 
assessing causal arguments, especially those that 
difficult to test using questionnaire measures. This 
workshop focuses on the logic of experiments, 
types of questions that are ideal for answering with 
lab experiments, issues of internal and external 
validity, and contrasting lab experiments to other 
experimental and observational methods. Using 
exemplars from sociology, I will walk through the 
design of lab experiments, common pitfalls that may 
surprise unaccustomed researchers, and ways to deal 
with these issues. The workshop is a mixture of lecture 
and hands-on exercises and is designed for those 
interested in designing their first few experiments or 
those on the fence about using lab experiments in 
their own research.
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